The narrow, long, slightly iwisted cabbage
leaves from molybdenum deficiency are the
reason for the name “‘whiptail.”
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The photu |Ilustra|es the important role molyhdenum
performs in plant growth.

Another example of poor plant growth when
molybdenum supplies are too low.
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MOLYBDENUM

A Micronutrient

Section 1:
DEFINITION OF MOLYBDENUM

The chemical symbol is Mo.

Molybdenum is a silvery-white, metallic
element.

It is almost infusible —that is, it is almost
incapable of being fused or melted.

The use of molybdenum as a fertilizer in
growing crops is increasing so rapldly that it
may soon be recognized as a major
micronufrient.

The nutrient is vitally important, but only
minute applications of the element are
required. In fact, the application rate is in
grams or ounces rather than pounds.

Two crop diseases stem from molybdenum
deficiency:

1. Whiptail of cauliflower, broccoli,
cabbage, etc.

2. Yellow spot of citrus.
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